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The Magic Carpet project team in Centre Street, Sai Ying Pun, Hong Kong, just few hours before the 

moonlight cinema event, Mid-Autumn Festival, 2013. 
 
 

Magic Carpet was launched in 2013 by Hendrik Tieben of the School of Architecture and 
Anthony Fung of the School of Journalism and Communication at The Chinese University 
of Hong Kong, as an outreach program combining documentation of daily life, community 
engagement and urban design. The project was first held in Sai Ying Pun in 2013 and was 
subsequently brought to Tin Shui Wai (2014) and To Kwa Wan (2016). 
Magic Carpet transforms a public space into an outdoor cinema in which movies about 
the neighbourhood are shown. The movies are produced by local secondary school 
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students, following a series of workshops that prepare them to conduct video-interviews 
with the community.  
At Magic Carpet, community members and the general public interact with each other, 
building a stronger bond between themselves while empowering them to re-envision the 
possibilities of public space together. 
 

 

Pictures from the Magic Carpet event held in Tin Shui Wai in 2014. 
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Pictures from Magic Tables, a design-build project + public event focusing on the making of community 
space. CUHK urban studies students collaborated with residents of different streets to engage in a friendly 

competition to “build” tables that allow stronger social interaction in the district. 
 
 

Magic Carpet is one of a series of projects carried out by the same team to transform 
public space. A further initiatives has been Magic Tables - Remaking Community Space in 
Sai Ying Pun (2015), in which Urban Studies students from CUHK built street furniture 
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for social gathering. The latest Magic Carpet project focuses on the district To Kwa Wan, 
which is known for its grass-roots and migrant population and is currently transforming 
rapidly due to the construction of a new metro-line.  
The Magic Carpet project has been supported by the Knowledge Transfer Fund of The 
Chinese University of Hong Kong and the Quality Education Fund, Hong Kong. Each 
project has been linked to studios of CUHK to engage urban studies and design students 
in community projects.  
A parallel Magic Carpet project is organized by the National Taiwan University in Taipei. 
Results of both Magic Carpet projects will be discussed on a forthcoming book 
publication in late 2016. 
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